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Unien {ECARTT, gineo re-
mamed BECAASU (East
Coagt Asian  American
Student Unisn), was dedi-
| nated to educaticn, em-
¥ powerment and collabora-
Hve action on APA issues, Jts
misgion was to strengthen- rela-
tiona hatween Asian Pacific Arner-
jenn organizations Act0ss cAMpPUA-
eg and build coalitions between
APAs and people of all races.
Thirty years later, ECAASU
held anether conference at Yale on
February 9 and 10, and the

changes from the 1970s were read-

ily apparent. An Asian Pacific
American (HMarold Eoh) ia now
deen, of the Yale Law Schonl,
Agian American gtudies coursen
are now taught at Yale and many
athet schools, and a network of
APA rrganizations provided come
of the speakers and attendees.
Thirty years of EEAASL alumni
whn are APA entertainers, busis
ness axecntives, lawyers and oth-
wte shared idess with current stu-
dents ap they pulled together a

‘mnltifaceted eonferenca.

Ower 100 universities and 1..000

elinica. 'na wel) as to herbalizlg, South
Asianimmiprants throng to the free
health Wlinies pariodieally sponsared by
such organizations as the Indla Gammy-
nlty Centar, A raulti-use facility i Milpi-
tas, Az well ag in those sponsored by

ment  Hinduand Sikh temples and moaques,
A thesa elinics, doetors volurteoy their
dy titne tn check the blood preasure of vigi-
rits tors, or measure their cholesterol and
alrisk  blood sugerlevels. ‘
TIen, Surveys ghow that free health cara
153 clinies are the only access to health”
tudy. care for acares of uninsured Tndian
t American senior titizens.
— New Americe Media
300) '
IndoAm Teen
“Achieves Medical
Breakthrough
alth
wk of
ad
On utn- - PEY Al
| - COLUMBTUS, Migs. — What ¢nuld
wking  be alifo-saving breakthrough in the
esi- °  fght against cygtic Abrosis, cancer
pedical  and AIDS hasbeen achieved iy a i7-
robir yenr-old Indion American hoarding
school student,
‘e orly Madhavi Gavini wos searching for a
wilable weay t6 help & friend with cystic fibro-
rRnts aie, “T found out that most people whe
»achs hewe OF die of prenddmanan infec-
snoture  tians,” she recalls, ‘s Twanted 4o sea
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- rapper fin.

tiot etill merited a work-

41527E133A

Frric Byler's Americanese,
and enjoy entertainers
jiike Chinese American .

Warkshop and panel
topice showed both that a
lot had changed in 30
years and not mueh had
chanped at all. The as-
saults an affirmative ac-

Lo

Vudoo Soul :perfnrms at APA Rhythm
ECASU members figh
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ran ECAASU conferénce;
ting for justice in‘Snuther‘n Africo on Nov. 18, 1977.

ghop, az did the growth
of Azian Pacific American atndies.
Newer topies that were not on
the meni 30 yeaTs ago were inter-
racial dating and how to get in-
volved in the electoral arena.
One-of the mogt positive devel-
opments over the past 30 wvears
ginee the first ECASU conference
was the development of other stu-

" dent networks to facilitate eom-

munication and  copperation
among campuses. For example,
the Midwest Asian Americin Htu-
dents Union wes started in 1990 by
shadents from 20 universitiesin the
Midwesat that had formed APA or-
gatizations.

Alise Wang, one of the Yale
student organizera of the confer-

if there was anything Leould doto
hotp," She was 14 at the time. “] guese '
the thotght that a 34 year oid can't o
ally o much o help, Aidr't reully oc-
curte me,” Alie says.

Gavini, who was born in Indin,
rpent a great deat of time watching
her grandparents, whe wete practi-
tioners of the traditional Indinn heal-
ing techmiquea, “They'we uraed it 20
rmach that I know it has some effect,”
ghe paid, “9o I desided to try that ap-

proach, and it worked.” = Voice of
. Amperice
Diabetes Ravages

APA New Yorkers

Anaw study hy the New York

; City Department of Health found di-
ahetes in very high numbera amoeng

Asian American residents, erpecials
ly thoge from South Asin. The study
indicated that more than half of the
New Yarkers whoge families are
from the Indian subcontinent have
pithet diabetes or prediabetes.
Cverall, 12.5% of adult New Yorle-
ars have dighetes, significantly high-
o than the 10.3% national rate.
Agians have tha highestrates in the
city, 1A% diabetic and 32% predishetic.
N'he report does not diffarentiate
Asians by region, bt officials seid that
the drta in their study and others show
that Epat Asjiang have helow-average
rates of diabatas, while South Asians
have by far the highest of any large
EToun. — The New
Yorik Times

ence, explained how she uged
alumni contacts to maie the con-
ference happen: “Through a se-
rleg of flukkea and strokes of luclk,

1 somehow ended up working

with = fantastie group of people
[¢lasamates that I might not hava
atherwics met), and ] was 20 ex-
cited ahout all of the wonderful
spéakers who agreed to partici-
pate in our conference. 1 myself
have certainly become much
mate aware and conscioua about
the jazues that we face as Asian
Americans.”

Tobhy Wu, of Bwarthmore Col-
lege, puid: “A vouple of student
danece teams incorporated hip hop
in their bhangra danee perfor

manges, The eotcert was an exhila-

" rating experience, bocause [ gotto

aee how some. of my peers are al-
most reinventing their heritage
gnd maldng it their own in these
croative ways, ] aleothought about
the different ways in which I could
participate in the greater APA coma-
munity through  public  policy
[epeakara Pauline Park and Khin
Mai Anng] and
entertainmentjournalism |spealk-
ers Jeff Yang and Eric Byler]”

No one can predict whets APA
studenta will be in 30 years, But if

this year’s confersnce s any indics-

tor, they will continue to he on the
entting edge, mixing arts, aetiviem
and good old-fashionad fun,

Kenneth
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ereig aligt of Tea-

gaons why we
should -discrimi-
nate againet

blacks, starting
from the most obvious down ta
the least ohvious:

» Blocks hate us, Every Asian
wha has ever come Across them
lnows that they take almost
pvery opportunity to hurl racist
remarks atus.

In my sxperience, I would say
ahout, 80 percent of blacka Thave
met, regardless of age or envi-
ronment, polee fiun at the very
aight af an Asian. Furthermors,
their activity in the media proves
their hatred: Rush Haour, Exit’
Wounds, Hot 97, ete,

* Coptrary to media depictions,
I would argue that blacks atw
weak-willed, They are the only
race that has heen englaved for
300 years. It's unbelievable that it
tnak them that long to fight back.

On the othar hand, wa slaugh-
tared the Russians in the Japan-
ege-Tiugan War.

[

Why I Hate Blacks )

« Blacks are eagy to
coerce. This is proven by
{he fact that sn many of
them, including Rev-
erend Al Sharpton, tend
o be Chrstians,

Yet, at the same time,
they spend rmauch of their time
whining sbout how muach they
hate “the whites that oppressed
them.” .

Correct ma if 'm wrong, but
wastt Clristianity the religion
that the whites forced upen them?

& Blacks dor't et it. Thnow it's
a blunt and crass comment, but
it's true. When I was in high
gehodl, 1 recall & class debate in
which nne half of the class was
chosen to defend black slavery
and the ather half was choaen to
defend liberation.

Disturhingly, hlaclks on the pri-
or side vicioualy defended alavery
gz woll as Christianity, They say if
you dom’t study history, yor're
condemned to repeatit.

In high achool, T only remem-
ber one black student ever at-
tending any nftay hanors and AP
courges, And that student weus
canght cheating.

It ia rather troulling that they
are treated as heroes, but then
again, whites will do anything to
deferid them.




